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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

February 22, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual meeting to order at 5:00 pm on February 22, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Summer Scott, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Genevieve Villamizar, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from the 
January 2021 meeting.  Sandy seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 
approved. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Pat mentioned that he had a conversation with Mike Kreuger, the CEO of Colorado 
Solar & Storage. Colorado Solar & Storage is working on the legislative aspect of 
alternate energy storage.  Pat will keep in touch and see if there is an opportunity 
for the TOC. 
 
Pat also received an Excel spreadsheet and .pdf file detailing more than 2,000 
properties within Carbondale.  The files contain the pertinent information about 
each property such as the number of buildings, square footage, etc.  He is looking 
at a way to break this down into a usable format that could possibly be merged with 
data from the utility companies. 
 
Colin asked what could be done with the data.  Pat replied that it could serve as 
baseline data from which inventories and benchmarking could proceed.  He added 
that he could get more information from Garfield County for a fee.  He plans to talk 
to CLEER to see whether they can use the information. 
 



2 
 

PREPARE FOR CLIMATE ACTION PLAN DISCUSSION WITH THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES  
Colin reminded the board members that the Board of Trustees meeting starts at 6:00 pm 
and the agenda lists the CAP discussion at roughly 6:40 pm.  He referred the board 
members to the Memo sent to the BOT which is also part of this meeting’s packet.  Colin 
thanked Sandy for taking the lead on this process and added that he and Sandy will lead 
the conversation with the BOT.  He asked that other board members in attendance limit 
their time commenting because he would really like to hear what the BOT thinks. 
 
Sandy added that she hoped Heather will reprise her role as a go-between with the BOT. 
 
Colin noted that after talking with the Town Manager and Mayor, there are some areas of 
pushback on suggested actions such as having a full electric vehicle fleet (vehicles will be 
replaced based on uselife and viability).  Some of the highlights he hoped to touch on 
include: 

• Leading with the history of the EBoard’s stance on the CAP, 
• Highlight the EBoard’s interest in providing input during the Comprehensive Plan 

update, 
• Who would be responsible for implementing CAP measures, 
• Financing mechanisms available to implement proposed CAP measures. 

 
Sandy added that the Memo has been refined considerably and isn’t too long or 
complicated.  She didn’t think there would be a lot of pushback. 
 
Pat would like to highlight the fact that proposed development isn’t hitting a high enough 
bar and that has evolved into asking the BOT to renew their commitment to the CAP. 
 
Frosty suggested they be prepared for disparate perceptions on certain concepts.  For 
example, while the Mayor pointed to the proposed net zero storage facility along Highway 
133 at the entrance to Carbondale, Frosty wasn’t sure that same standard is being applied 
to proposed buildings closer to the core of town.  He also added that developers have a 
new way to submit plans that may circumvent current TOC codes including the Green 
Code.  He reiterated his opinion that if the Comprehensive Plan is being reviewed in 2021, 
it doesn’t make sense to continue to approve develops under the old plan. 
 
Colin thought it was worth sending a message about the Comprehensive Plan review but 
wasn’t sure there would be a positive response about pumping the brakes. 
 
Frosty also noted that even thought there might be pushback on the implementation cost, 
Carbondale didn’t suffer a big financial setback under the Covid restrictions and there are 
funds in the budget for this project. 
 
Pat suggested looking at local policies that might fund these projects. 
 
Genevieve agreed with Pat and supported looking at truly sustainable local policies. 
 
Sandy reiterated that the board members need to stay focused and not overwhelm the 
BOT so the presented items get approved. 
 
Pat would like to pin the BOT down to one opinion. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD POLICIES 
Pat noted that he has emailed a list of proposed policies to board members and 
include such items as making the EBoard’s webpage user friendly by adding 
documents of importance such as the CAP and EBOR to the webpage along with a 
link to “historical documents.”  He also thought it would be useful to create a 
spreadsheet that identified topics discussed and decisions detailed by meeting.  He 
added that the EBoard needs a Vice-Chair, advertisement layouts need to be 
preserved, and permanent subcommittees should be formed. 
 
Sandy agreed with making sure important documents are added to the webpage.  
She questioned the ability to maintain a large file that detailed the events and 
decisions of each meeting. 
 
Colin questioned the viability of permanent subcommittees and preferred to keep 
the subcommittees task oriented. 
 
5G REVIEW 
Sandy noted that there has been a lot of information published about the health 
risks and safety of 5G.  Based on her interpretations of that information, it isn’t 
clear that there are a lot of risks associated with it.  Her concern is primarily with 
the aesthetics of the installations. 
 
Colin agreed about the aesthetics and he hoped that some good conversations 
could take place before any decisions are made. 
 
Summer thought that the entire town should push the BOT for municipal utilities.  
He also stressed the importance of being sure to reinforce scientific consensus. 
 
Mark cautioned against a requirement for municipal utilities because it might not 
make economic sense based on existing infrastructure.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The February 22, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for March 22, 2021 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


